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Publishing and ethics: 

Retractions 

Chris Graf, COPE (Committee on 

Publication Ethics), and Wiley 

Disclosures: CG works for Wiley and benefits from the company’s 

commercial success. Wiley paid CG’s travel expenses. CG 

receives no form of compensation from COPE for his voluntary 

role as COPE Councillor and Vice Chair (Elect). 

There is reasonable 

evidence that scientific 

misconduct is both common 

and under-reported. 
‘‘ 

Why Has the Number of Scientific 

Retractions Increased?  

Steen RG (2013) PLoS ONE 8(7): e68397. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0068397/ 

http://www.nature.com/news/stap-retracted-
1.15488 

http://www.nature.com/naturejobs/science/ar
ticles/10.1038/nj7492-389a 
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437 
Retractions in 2014 

2,500,000 
Papers published 

Steen RG, Casadevall A, Fang FC (2013) Why Has the Number of Scientific Retractions Increased? PLoS ONE 

8(7): e68397. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0068397. 

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0068397   

Papers published - - - 

Retractions — 
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Errors: Inadequate record keeping 

’’ 

We have been using the same 

database… When our new 

results were implausible…  

I found we had failed to load 8 

files into the dataset.   

Picture from http://s1.lemde.fr/image/2005/11/18/600x315/711878_3_0fe1_hwang-woo-suk-star-mondiale-du-clonage-humain.jpg 

Fabrication 
Hwang Woo-suk 

Fraud 



4 

21 plagiarism, authorship 

10 dual publication 
4 “other” 

7 multiple problems 

40 “serious error” 

82 
records at Wiley  

from 2014  

>25% identified by 6 months 

>60% acted on in 6 months 

>50% resolved 3 years after publication 

6 cases were >10 years old  

(the oldest: 14 years) 

It’s hard to generalise 
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http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf  
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Thank you! 


